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is known as the compiler of the Bijak ; Dharamdas was
the author of many poems in which KabTr appears as answering:
his questions ; Jivandas was probably the founder of the
famous Satnami sect ; and Kamal who is remembered in the
Adigrantha by the disparaging line, " the family of Kabir
foundered when Kamal the son was born," apparently
had a following in Western India. Others hardly *need
mention.
Of those in the generation following one of the most im-
portant was Dadu Dayal. According to Muhsin Fam, Dadu.
was a cotton cleaner, who came from Naraina. a village of
Marwar, and lived in the time of Akbar. Wilson follows-
Muhsin Fan! concerning Dadu's caste, but states that he was-
born in Ahmedabad, from where he removed to Naraina in
his thirty-seventh year, and where he lived till the end of his
life. Farquhar and Traill, however, state that he was born
of Brahmin parents at Ahmedabad in 1544 A.D. ' But
Sudhakar Dwivedi differs from them and is of opinion that he
was a tanner or currier (mochi) and his family profession was
that of making leather bags (mot) for drawing water from a
well. His first name was Mahabali, he retired from worldly
pursuits after the death of his first wife and became a disciple
of Kamal. The last authority produces the following couplet
in proof of his opinions :
" I found the true and'mighty guru, who taught me the
reality, Dadu is the leather bag (mot), Mahabali
is the vessel who churned and ate the butter."13
Dadu spent most of his life in Rajputana and he
visited Ajmer, Delhi, Amber and other places. He is reported
to have had an interview with Akbar. He died at Naraina
in_J6p3. His poetic utterances consist of 5,000 verses which
are divided into chapters, each dealing with a leading reli-
gious question. Their language is a mixture of the dialects
13 Sudhakar Dwivedi:  D-dl Dayal ki Bam,  Introduction.